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Mozambique, El Salvador and Haiti have
joined the great worldwide movement to de-
mocracy.

It matters that the economic pressure of
sanctions has improved the climate for peace
in the Balkans; penalized Libya for the ter-
ror of Pan Am 103; helped to consign apart-
heid to the dustbin of history; and forced
Iraq to confess its program of deadly biologi-
cal weapons.

It matters that millions of children each
year live instead of die because they are im-
munized against childhood disease.

It matters that smallpox has been eradi-
cated, that polio is on the way out, and that
a global campaign to increase awareness
about AIDS has been launched.

It matters that so many families in Soma-
lia, Bosnia, Liberia, Sudan, the Caucasus, Af-
ghanistan, Central America and Southeast
Asia owe their survival to the World Food
Program and the UN High Commissioner for
Refugees.

It matters that the IAEA is working to
prevent the spread of nuclear weapons across
the face of the earth.

And it matters that the Wars Crimes Tri-
bunals for Rwanda and former Yugoslavia
will strive to hold the perpetrators of ethnic
cleansing and mass rape accountable for
their crimes.

Let us never forget that the United Na-
tions emerged not from a dream, but a night-
mare. In the 1920’s and 30’s, the world squan-
dered an opportunity to organize the peace.
The result was the invasion of Manchuria,
the conquest of Ethiopia, the betrayal of Mu-
nich, the depravity of the Holocaust and the
devastation of world war.

This month, we observe the 50th anniver-
sary of the start of the Nuremburg trials.
This same month, we observe the start of the
first trial of the War Crimes Tribunal for
former Yugoslavia. A cynic might say that
we have learned nothing; changed nothing;
and forgotten the meaning of ‘‘never
again’’—again. We cannot exclude the possi-
bility that the cynic is right. We cannot
deny the damnable duality of human nature.

But we can choose not to desert the strug-
gle; to see our reflection not in Goebbels and
Mladic, but in Anne Frank, Nelson Mandela,
Vaclav Havel, Aung San Suu Kyi and the
people who founded and built the United Na-
tions.

We can understand there will be limits on
what we accomplish; without placing unnec-
essary limits on what we attempt.

We can believe that humans do have the
ability to rise above the hatreds of the past
and to live together in mutual respect and
peace.

We can believe that justice matters, that
compassion is good, that freedom is never
safe and that the capacity to work effec-
tively with others is a sign not of weakness,
but of wisdom and strength.

And we can recognize that the principles
embodied in the UN Charter matter not be-
cause they are so easy to obtain, but because
they are so terribly hard.

When Republican Senator Arthur Vanden-
berg returned to Washington from the Con-
vention in San Francisco where the UN
Charter was drafted, he was challenged by
those who thought it too idealistic, even uto-
pian. He replied that:

‘‘You may tell me that I have but to scan
the present world with realistic eyes in order
to see the fine phrases (of the Charter) . . .
reduced to a shambles . . . I reply that the
nearer right you may be . . . the greater is
the need for the new pattern which promises
. . . to stem these evil tides.’’

The Truman-Vandenberg generation under-
stood that although the noble aspects of
human nature had made the UN possible, it
was the ignoble aspects that had made it
necessary.

It is up to us in our time to do what they
did in their time. To accept the responsibil-
ities of leadership. To defend freedom. And
to explode outwards the potential of institu-
tions like the UN to keep peace, extend law,
promote progress and amplify respect for the
dignity and value of every human being.

In that effort, I ask your help.
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Mr. PASTOR. Mr. Speaker, I would like to
take this opportunity to recognize the recipient
of the Campeon Award at the National His-
panic Corporate Council’s [NHCC] 10th anni-
versary dinner, Mr. Charles Shoumaker.

Mr. Shoumaker was one of the driving
forces in the formation of the NHCC. He was
invaluable in securing early funding and help-
ing to develop the concept behind the NHCC.
While working as the senior vice president for
human resources at the Circle K Corp., he
provided office space for the NHCC. Indeed,
without Mr. Shoumaker’s enthusiastic support
and initial funding assistance he provided, the
NHCC might not have become a reality.

Currently, Mr. Shoumaker is the president of
Star Human Resources Group, Inc., located in
Phoenix, AZ. His company focuses on the
needs and concerns of hourly, entry-level em-
ployees. Mr. Shoumaker has shown through-
out his professional career to be a caring and
dedicated individual, and I would ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the accom-
plishments of this remarkable man.
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Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
pay tribute to a gentleman who has given long
and faithful service to the trade union move-
ment in Toledo. Dean Chase recently retired
as president of the Toledo Area UAW–CAP
Council. Dean had served the CAP Council as
its president since 1981, and he has spent
most of his adult life dedicated to improving
the lives of working men and women. Dean
was also president of UAW Local 11 at the
City Auto Stamping Plant for 20 years.

Born in Toledo, Dean Chase, has lived in
our community all his life. He attended Cherry
School, Scott High School, and the University
of Toledo. Married to Betty Lamb in 1950,
Dean will have time to enjoy his two grand-
children and three great grandchildren in his
retirement. Dean’s outstanding leadership in
his union and his community have made To-
ledo a better place to live and work.

Let this special tribute express our sincerest
appreciation and best wishes to Dean Chase.
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CRIMINALS DESERVE EQUAL
TREATMENT
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Mr. SOLOMON. Mr. Speaker, I would ask
all my colleagues to join in sponsoring legisla-
tion today which would equate the criminal
penalties for offenses involving crack and
powder cocaine.

Last week President Clinton finally did
something right in signing into law a bill deny-
ing the Sentencing Commission’s rec-
ommendation on crack cocaine. He reaffirmed
that offenses involving crack cocaine deserve
severe punishment because of the damage
they do to our society.

Look at the facts: According to the Partner-
ship for a Drug Free America, 1 out of every
10 babies born in the United States is born
addicted to drugs, and most are addicted to
crack cocaine. Crime skyrocketed between
1985 and 1990, the years crack was intro-
duced. In fact, violent crime went up 37 per-
cent in 1990 and aggravated assaults in-
creased 43 percent. Because of crack co-
caine, more teens in this country now die of
gunshot wounds than all natural causes com-
bined.

The Congress, in the 1980’s, reacted prop-
erly to the crack epidemic gripping vulnerable
inner-city communities. We saw the destruc-
tion wrought on entire communities by this
cheap and highly addictive form of cocaine.
The Congress and the President are not going
to reduce the criminal penalties involving crack
cocaine.

However, I recognize the disparities that
exist as a result of the inequitable treatment of
crack and powder cocaine. However, instead
of lowering the penalties for crack offenses, as
the Sentencing Commission mistakenly pro-
posed, we should increase the punishment for
powder offenses to the same level as crack
cocaine. Cosponsoring this legislation is an
opportunity to rectify the racial discrepancies
which exist under current law.

Mr. Speaker, the time has also come to re-
consider the authority Congress has turned
over to the Sentencing Commission regarding
drug crimes. Within the next few days I will be
introducing legislation to relinquish their au-
thority. The Sentencing Commission should be
reestablished as an advisory organization to
provide guidance to the Congress. Clearly, re-
cent decisions made by the Commission re-
garding crack cocaine and marijuana are con-
vincing arguments for this correction.
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Mr. WAXMAN. Mr. Speaker, I want to take
this opportunity to express publicly my respect
for Robert Erickson, who is retiring from the
Kaiser Permanente Medical Care Program this
December after almost 37 years of service.
Bob has been a leader in the establishment of
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